Humane  joins this debate by noting that while we  can all agree  that a goal of
an education system is  to prepare students with the  skills  and attitudes   to  help
them earn a living,   we need much more information that relates  schooling  to
careers and  income.     He urges   that NELS-88 be used  to  continue  the  data
collection in NLS-72 and HSB on income and urges  that the NELS-88  trace
individuals who drop out or transfer to a different school.

Scott-Jones raises the issue of the education that poor and minority children
receive to prepare them for work,  and then elaborates on  the nature  of
employment.     She notes  that our service society  in  the  next decades will
generate large numbers of low-paying,  potentially unsatisfying  jobs.     She,
therefore,   urges that data be collected on the nature of employment,   as well as
on  the rate  of employment.

Smith urges NCES to attend to the equality of our educational system and its
relationship to the nation's productivity and national defense.

The National Governors'  Association points out that "as more states move  toward
preparing a better educated workforce to encourage  economic development,   the
issue  of  identifying student outcomes emerges as more  than assessing  student
achievement.    More data than test scores,   such as  the SAT,   are needed  to
determine post-school experiences."

Natriello takes a quite different tack.    While concerned about preparation for
employment,  he urges NCES to broaden its data collection effort to  include a
sample of employers.    They would be asked to provide data  on how recent
graduates fared on performance tests administered by employers,   on attitudes
toward work,   and on what he terms  "deportment."

Readiness for College.    Very little  is said about the  issue  of  readiness  for
college per se,  though a great deal of the comment about other issues
(particularly the SAT/ACT scores)  relates to this  issue.

The repeated complaints about the narrow scope of  the  longitudinal studies   (HSB,
NELS-88) also talk to the problem of tracking students as  they progress  from
high school to the work force and/or higher education.     Usdan specifically calls
for efforts to bridge the gap in information about secondary and higher
education and their overlap.    Thomas points out the need for additional  or
better data about the transition rates from high school to college.

Others  talk about the need for data on the types and numbers  of courses  students
take and their usefulness for college,  but these points must be extrapolated
from discussions about curriculum issues  (Usdan,  Thomas).

Impact on Life Chances.    As with readiness for college,  very little  is  said
directly about education's impact on life chances.     A great deal,   however,   can
be inferred from other discussions.    The frequently voiced concerns about
dropouts cannot be separated from the effect of dropping out on life  chances,
me writers who delve into the demographic issues mentioned above  also hint at
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